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There’s something about
Mary

Welcome &
Opening Prayer

Silent confession

Call to Worship

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in; be
born in us today.

We are waiting on you, God. We are
still waiting.
All: The darkness is deeper, but
look! The star is beginning to
shine.
The everlasting light is creeping
closer.
Hope is in the air. Peace is
promised. Joy is on the tips of our
tongues.
Love is coming. Love divine, all loves
excelling.
All: We are waiting on love. And
Love is waiting on us.

Theme Prayer

God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin
Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his
coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our
judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Hear the Good News of the Gospel:
God has broken into our broken
world and saved us from ourselves.
With God’s help,
we are now able to put on clothes of
righteousness and justice.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven. Alleluia! Amen!

The Ballad on the
Bread Man
Gabriel’s Message
Bible Readings
Micah 5:2-5a

Marshal your troops now, city of
troops,
for a siege is laid against us.
They will strike Israel’s ruler
on the cheek with a rod.
‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the
clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
Living God, Love Incarnate, we
one who will be ruler over Israel,
confess that we are not perfect.
whose origins are from of old,
You who are everything, we
from ancient times.’
acknowledge that we are lacking. Therefore Israel will be abandoned
Child of the manger, we admit that
until the time when she who is in
we prefer to be sentimental rather labour bears a son,
than sacrificial.
and the rest of his brothers return
Hear us now as we confess our
to join the Israelites.
faults and admit our frailties.
He will stand and shepherd his flock

Confession

in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of
the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his
greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be our peace
when the Assyrians invade our land
and march through our fortresses.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Luke 1:39-55

At that time Mary got ready and
hurried to a town in the hill country of
Judea, 40 where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice
she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the
child you will bear! 43 But why am I so
favoured, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44 As soon as the
sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. 45 Blessed is she who has
believed that the Lord would fulfil his
promises to her!’
46
And Mary said:
‘My soul glorifies the Lord
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour,
48
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call
me blessed,
49
for the Mighty One has done
great things for me –
holy is his name.
50
His mercy extends to those who fear
him,
from generation to generation.

51

He has performed mighty deeds
with his arm;
he has scattered those who are
proud in their inmost thoughts.
52
He has brought down rulers from
their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53
He has filled the hungry with good
things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55
to Abraham and his descendants for
ever,
just as he promised our ancestors.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Sermon

Tony Ingham

Prayers of Intercession
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin
against us.
Lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours
Now and forever. Amen

Closing Prayer

God of Grace and Surprise, today
we embrace the miracle of the
incarnation of your only begotten
Son. We stand in awe and wonder
of your plan of salvation which
confounds the wisdom of this
world. Thank you for fulfilling your
promise given by the prophets of
old--the sign of reconciliation in
and through Jesus, our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

Eternal God,
by the birth of Jesus Christ you
gave yourself to the world.
Grant that, being born in our hearts,
he may save us from all our sins,
and restore within us the image and
likeness of our Creator, to whom be
everlasting praise and glory,
and the blessing
of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain
with you in your final preparations
for Christmas and your celebrations
of Christmas, now and forevermore.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve
the Lord.

In the name of Christ Amen
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