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Letting people know about the love of Jesus Christ

From my very first day as an entrepreneur, I've felt the only mission
worth pursuing in business is to make people's lives better.
Richard Branson

Welcome to St Peter & St Mary’s Church
When Sir Richard Branston started up his mail order record retail business
(Virgin Records) in 1970 I wonder if he could have conceived how great an
influence he would go on to make in the world. From humble beginnings
where he signed up the unknown Mike Oldfield to record the album Tubular
Bells, Branston’s Record Stores became Mega-Stores. Then he branched
out into transport with Virgin Atlantic Airline and Virgin Trains. This year he
even launched into space with Virgin Galactic. It is estimated that his wealth
is in the region of $5.7 billion but did you know that the birth of his most
recent project is Virgin Unite which is a non-profit making group whose
objectives are to create opportunities for making a better world.
Around 2000 years ago there was a very different type of virgin birth but the
aims and objectives were much the same. As a prequel to the Christmas
story in Luke’s Gospel John the Baptist is born to a post-menopausal
mother who was too old to conceive. Then we are introduced to the peasant
girl who was too young to have children. As a pre-pubescent teenager it
would have not been biologically possible for Mary to get pregnant, even if
Joseph had slept with her. But nothing is impossible for God.
Jesus wasn’t the only character from the past to have had a god as his
father. The Greek hero Hercules was born after a liaison between the divine
Zeus and his mortal mother Alcmene. But theirs was a passionate and
deceitful coming together.
Jesus Christ, the prince of Peace began to take on human flesh in the
untouched womb of a virgin child and the reason why God wanted that to
happen was so that He could work also with us in real and practical ways to
create opportunities for making a better world.
Vicar: The Revd Michael Eden - theedens@talk21.com Tel. 678623
Curate: The Revd Richard Stretch - richardstretch@btinternet.com Tel. 676219
Church Wardens - churchwardens@stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk
Dan Sparks 07702 196268; Michelle Sparks 07590 524668
Church Office: office@stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk 774652
Stowmarket Parish Church
@stowmarketcofe
Website: www.stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk Regd Charity Number 1132857
ZOOM LOGIN DETAILS

https://zoom.us/j/9658283398?pwd=SjN2V252VGxSSngrSnBOM1JETk1Bdz09

Today’s Service

Due to the massive rise in the number of Covid cases and the rapid increase
in the Omicron variant our Service in Church at 10am will be simplified and
will not include singing. You still have a choice of sitting in a restricted or non
-restricted area but it is mandatory to wear a face covering indoors, so
please make sure that you wear a facemask at all times while in Church. We
want you to stay safe and don’t want to do anything to spoil Christmas. If
you do choose to put yourself in a position that leaves you vulnerable you
must take responsibility for the consequences of your own actions and for
those you are likely to infect. Please do not do anything that you know is
likely to spread the virus.

CANCELLATIONS

Sadly we have had to take the decision to cancel the Town Carol Service at
6pm on 19th December but you can watch last year’s Carol Service on
YouTube. The Crib Service at 6pm on Christmas Eve is also cancelled and
there will not be a Midnight Service either.
May I also remind you that the PCC have decided to follow Bishop Martin’s
suggestion that we WILL NOT meet for a Sunday Morning Service on
Boxing Day.
But we are still planning to have a Communion Service on Christmas Day at
10am.

Christmas Tree Festival
Stewards

.

The sheets to sign up to help for this year are on the tables at the back of
the church. You are also welcome to email me to say you can help if you are
unable to come in before then. ctf@stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk
This year we will be open on a Thursday, Friday and Saturday between
10am and 4pm.
Thank you to everyone who has donated new but unwanted items to sell
during the Christmas Tree Festival. There is still time to donate some more.
All money raised will go towards furnishing the new refreshment area.
There are a limited number of packs of Christmas cards featuring the
Christmas Tree Festival for sale at the back of church.

Weekly Prayer Meeting
It’s easy to join the Prayer Meeting as we are
continuing to meet online, just use the regular
Church Zoom. Starting at 6:30pm on
Wednesday evenings for half an hour. Each
week the first 15 minutes focuses on something
specific then we will pray for other areas of
concern or thanksgiving.
You are invited to come along. There is no pressure to pray out loud, just
the desire to meet with others and pray for our Church, friends, our town,
the world and in fact anything. It is informal and a most enjoyable and
rewarding half an hour. Why not give it a go?
You can also join using even the most basic of phones. Just call 02039 663
809 and follow the instructions. Meeting ID which is 965 828 3398 # and if
asked, dial in with meeting password 615182.
There won’t be a Prayer Meeting the following week on 29th December

Used Stamps

We are collecting used stamps along with old and broken jewellery, foreign
and used coins, unwanted phones and laptops and more. Please put in the
recycling box near the main doors.

Internet shopping

Did you know that when shopping online, if you go through the Give as
you Live page, a percentage of what you have spent can be donated to
church at no extra cost to you. It is a great way to support the church
through just an extra click. This includes supermarket shopping too.
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/signup/choose-charity?
mode=charity&q=st%20Peter%20and%20st%20mary%27s%

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
to you all and be
safe and blessed in
the New Year

CATERING
MANAGER

There is an exciting opportunity at St.
Peter & St. Mary's Church, now building
work nears completion, giving the right
person an opportunity to help the church
provide a wide range of refreshments.
We are therefore looking to appoint a
manager to help develop and grow this
area as part of our outreach and
pastoral care. We would expect the
manager to have relevant qualifications,
be a good team player with leadership
and communication skills as well as an
understanding
of
working
with
volunteers.
The paid post is for 12 hours per week
(Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays) at a
rate of £10 per hour. If you are
interested please contact the Vicar,
Rev’d Michael Eden for a job description
and application form.
vicar@stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk Tel 01449 678623.
St Peter and St Mary’s Church Stowmarket is committed to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young
people and the vulnerable and expect all staff to share this
commitment. The successful candidate will be required to provide
references, undergo employment checks and an enhanced
disclosure via the DBS.

Do you have a favourite charity you support or a
cause you are passionate about ?
As you are no doubt aware we at St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s support various
charities as part of our missional giving. We consider this a joy and privilege, and
an important part of practically living out our Christian faith
We traditionally offer support on a 3 year cycle and we are now coming to the
end of our latest cycle. Customarily our support has been for one local charity,
one national charity and one international charity.
To this end, over the past few years we have been able to support the
Stowmarket Food Bank, UCB Radio (United Christian Broadcasting) and the
Diocese link Diocese in Kagera, Tanzania.
The Mission & Ministry Committee are in the process of deciding which charities
to support from 2022 onwards and we wanted to include you as the Church body
in that decision. Please feel free to submit your suggestions in any or all of the
above categories to office@stowmarketparishchurch.co.uk

We do ask that in suggesting a charity that you may be willing to provide very
occasional updates (2 or 3 times a year) to the Mission & Outreach committee as
to what is currently happening in the life of that charity and how our support is
being used.

Stewardship Envelopes
If you give to Church using the Stewardship Envelopes,
the new ones for next year are now available and you
Can pick them up from Church. If you are not
able to get in, please call the Church Office
(774652)and we will arrange for them to be
delivered.

